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Matematika memiliki peran penting dalam mengembangkan kemampuan
berhitung siswa sejak pendidikan dasar sebagai fondasi dalam memahami berbagai
konsep matematika.. Namun, hasil observasi di SDN Dimong 03 Kabupaten
Madiun menunjukkan bahwa kemampuan berhitung siswa kelas I masih rendah.
Rendahnya kemampuan berhitung disebabkan oleh pembelajaran yang masih
berpusat pada guru, kurangnya motivasi belajar siswa, serta belum optimalnya
penggunaan media pembelajaran yang konkret dan menarik.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan berhitung siswa
kelas I melalui penerapan pendekatan Realistic Mathematics Education (RME)
berbantuan media konkret papan jurang. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode
Penelitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK) yang dilaksanakan dalam dua siklus. Data
dikumpulkan melalui teknik observasi langsung, tes evaluasi (akhir siklus), serta
dokumentasi, kemudian dianalisis secara kualitatif dan kuantitatif

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penerapan pendekatan RME
berbantuan media konkret papan jurang mampu meningkatkan kemampuan
berhitung siswa. Persentase ketuntasan belajar meningkat dari 31% pada pra-siklus
menjadi 69% pada siklus I dan mencapai 92% pada siklus II. Selain itu, aktivitas
belajar siswa juga meningkat, ditunjukkan oleh partisipasi, antusiasme, dan
keterlibatan siswa selama proses pembelajaran.

Berdasarkan hasil penelitian dapat disimpulkan bahwa penerapan
pendekatan Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) berbantuan media konkret
papan jurang efektif dalam meningkatkan kemampuan berhitung siswa kelas I SDN
Dimong 03 Kabupaten Madiun. Sekolah diharapkan terus mendukung dan
memfasilitasi penggunaan media konkret inovatif untuk meningkatkan mutu
pembelajaran.
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Mathematics plays a crucial role in developing students’ numeracy skills
starting in elementary school, serving as the foundation for understanding various
mathematical concepts. However, observations at SDN Dimong 03 in Madiun
Regency indicate that first-grade students’ numeracy skills remain low. This low
level of numeracy is attributed to teaching methods that are still teacher-centered,
a lack of student motivation, and the suboptimal use of concrete and engaging
learning materials.

This study aimed to improve first-grade students’ numeracy skills through
the implementation of the Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) approach using
a concrete teaching aid called the “papan jurang.” The study employed the
Classroom Action Research (CAR) method, which was conducted in two cycles.
Data were collected through direct observation, evaluation tests (at the end of each
cycle), and documentation, and were then analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively.

The findings revealed that the implementation of the RME approach,
supported by the use of the “gap board” as a concrete teaching aid, improved
students’ numeracy skills. The percentage of students achieving the minimum
learning mastery increased from 31% in the pre-cycle stage to 69% in Cycle I and
reached 92% in Cycle Il. In addition, students’ learning activities also improved,
as evidenced by increased participation, enthusiasm, and engagement during the
learning process.

Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the implementation of the
Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) approach, supported by the concrete “gap
board” teaching aid, was effective in improving the numeracy skills of first-grade
students at SDN Dimong 03 in Madiun Regency. Therefore, schools are expected
to continue supporting and facilitating the use of innovative concrete teaching aids
to enhance the quality of learning.
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